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English 5008 I Spring 2011

Sex, Law, & the Early American Novel
Pro£ Angela Vietto
arvietto@eiu.com
217-549-3203 (cell)

Office: 3345 Coleman Hall
Office hours:
M 1:30-2:30, T 3-5, W 10:30-11:30, F
10:30-11:30, and by appointment

In the decades before the American Revolution, attitudes toward sexuality in the English-speaking
colonies liberalized significantly, especially in the metropolitan centers ofBoston, New York, and
Philadelphia. In the decades after the conclusion of the war, the effects of both the new sexual
mores and the new legal system of the independent colonies made themselves felt in the novels
Americans read and wrote. In this course, we will read early American novels in the context of
the shifting sexual and legal landscape.
The nature of the literary studies curriculum in our M.A. program virtually assures that a
primarily historical approach will be the shaping force of our literary courses. Nonetheless, I invite
you to bring to bear on our texts any critical approach you find useful. In particular, I hope you
will seek out ways to connect our course material to your interests for the M.A. thesis or exam or
to other interests you have. I am always happy to talk with you about ways that can be done,
particularly in terms of the course essays.

Information for Students with Disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact
the Office ofDisability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.

Texts from TRS
Brown, C. B. Wieland
Brown, C. B. Arthur Mervyn
Brown, C. B. Ormond
Mulford, ed. The Power of Sympathy and The Coquette
Sansay, Secret History and Laura

Loaner Texts*
Rowson, Charlotte Temple
Rush, Kelroy
Tenney, Female Quixotism
Tyler, The Algerine Captive

* These texts will be on loan to you from my personal collection, which I have purchased with my own funds to
supplement the TRS offerings in this and other classes. You are welcome to write in these.
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Grade Breakdown
Projects

Distribution

Seminar Contribution
Article Presentation
Source Summaries
Essay 1
Essay 2
Final Exam

20%
10%
10%
20%
20%
20%

Final Grade

93-100
85-92
77-84
69-76
68 and below

A
B

c
D
F

Seminar Contribution
I expect members of a graduate seminar to

>
>

>
>
>
>

come to class each week having carefully prepared all of the assigned reading
make valuable, thoughtful and thought-provoking contributions to our discussions each
week
treat each other with respect and professionalism
speak with me if they have concerns or problems that I haven't adequately addressed
attend all required private meetings with me
bring with them intrinsic motivation (ideally, rooted in a thirst for knowledge and a
willingness to work to find connections to pre-existing interests, but minimally growing
from the desire to earn an A and to excel)

If you know that any of these expectations will be difficult for you to meet, you should speak with
me privately at the earliest opportunity.

Article Presentation
Once during the course of the semester, you will be responsible for presenting and leading the
discussion on a critical article. I will provide an outline that specifies certain points your
presentation must cover. Finally, you must meet with me no later than the day before the class at
which you are scheduled to present your article, with a written outline of your presentation, to talk
through what you've planned.

Source Summaries
As you review secondary sources for Essay One and Essay Two, choose two that might be of
interest or use to others in the class and for each write a summary, no longer than one side of a
single-spaced page (but format as readably as possible). Description of method or organization is
fine, but please save other kinds of commentary for your essays. Submit these via email to
<arvietto@eiu.edu> (attach the document as a .doc or.rtf, no other formats are acceptable). These
summaries, following any necessary editing, will be distributed to the rest of the class. I will
provide several models early in the semester.
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Essay One
A conference-length paper (9-10 pages, not counting notes and bibliography) that uses as its point
of origin an important work ofliterature from the early Republican era (either one of the novels we
have read, or another text chosen in consultation with me). Regardless of the critical approach
taken, the essay must situate itself in relationship to the published criticism on the relevant
primary text as well as any other primary or secondary sources required to make your argument.

Essay Two
Your choice: you may expand Essay One to an article-length essay (20-25 pages) or you may write
a second conference-length essay with a different topic than Essay One.

Late Work
Learning to meet deadlines is an essential skill.
I will not accept late work unless you have contacted me either in person or by phone to request an
extension at least the day before the assignment is due. (Please do not phone me after 10 p.m.)

The English Department's Statement on Plagiarism
"Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-'The appropriation or imitation of the language,
ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's original work'
(Random House Dictionary ofthe English Language)-has the right and the responsibility to impose
upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignments, of a
grade ofF for the assigned essay and a grade ofF for the course, and to report the incident to the
Judicial Affairs Office."
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Schedule
Jan. 11

Introduction; the rise of the novel in England and Anglo-America, the
changing American social scene

Jan. 18

William Hill Brown, The Power of Sympathy (1789); Godbeer, introduction
and chapter 7 from Sexual Revolution in Early America; Barnes, "Affecting
Relations"

Jan. 25

Susanna Rowson, Charlotte Temple (1791); Godbeer, chapter 8; Hessinger,
''Insidious Murderers"; Rust, 'What's Wrong with Charlotte Temple?"

Feb. 1

Hannah Webster Foster, The Coquette (1797); Fizer, "Signing"

Feb. 8

Royall Tyler, The Algerine Captive (1797); Schopp "Liberty's Sons and
Daughters"; Dillon "Slaves in Algiers"

Feb. 15

Charles Brockden Brown, Wieland (1798); Weyler, "The Fruit"

Feb.22

Charles Brockden Brown, Arthur Mervyn (1799); Waterman, ''Arthur
,
Mervyn's Medical Repository

Mar.1

Charles Brockden Brown, Ormond (1799); Smyth, "Imperfect Disclosures"

Mar. 8

Essay One due
Spring Break

Mar. 22

Tabitha Tenney, Female Quixotism (1801); Frost "The Body Politic"

Mar. 29

Leonora Sansay, Secret History (1808) and Laura (1809); Lyons chapter 6;
Dillon, "The Secret History"

Apr. 5

Rebecca Rush, Kelroy (1812); Madden, "To Make a Figure

Apr. 12

Small group and individual conferences

Apr. 19

Latest date to submit source summaries; discussion of Essay Two

Apr. 26

Essay Two due

May3

Final Exam
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